
Students will learn about how Reston was founded, its founding 
principles and how these principles guided Reston’s 
development as a planned community. By using critical & 
creative thinking, communication, and collaboration students 
will create their own planned community. 

Supplies needed: This slideshow, paper, and drawing tool of any 
kind (crayons, pencils, pens, etc.). Students can use building 
blocks, legos, or other toys to create their community. 
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Photo by Tom Jackman published in the Washington Post 2012. Simon sitting next to the 
sculpture of  him Untold Stories by Zachary Oxman

Reston was founded by Robert E. Simon, Jr. who purchased 6,750 acres in 
northern Virginia in 1961. The property was named Reston “RES” –
Simon’s initials and “ton” a version of “town.” Simon had just sold 
Carnegie Hall to the City of New York (which his family’s company had 
owned) which gave him the money to be able to purchase the property. 
Influenced by his travels to Europe, his father’s involvement with the 
Garden City of Radburn, New Jersey, Simon wanted to create a planned 
community. A planned community or new town is a town which is built 
entirely from scratch. Before construction begins, however, the town is 
carefully mapped out by planners who want to shape the look, feel, and 
future of the community. In order for this type of community to succeed, 
it must have a strong financial backing and a rich diversity of input from 
planners and potential citizens.

Other alternate names for a planned community include garden city or 
greenbelt city. As these names imply, these areas are often designed to 
have a great deal of public green space in the form of parks, big lots with 
roomy gardens, and buffer zones of trees and meadows. 

Ask students what they like best about living in Reston. Playgrounds? 
Parks? Pools? Paths? Green space? Walkability? Pedestrian 
overpasses/underpasses? Tennis courts? All of these things were 
planned as a part of our community experience by Robert Simon. Reston 
has 7 founding principles, all used to ensure Reston is a place to live, 
work, and play.
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Reston

Reston Master Plan 

Concept drawing for Lake Anne Village 
Center. From The Reston Story.  Artist 
Unknown

Reston brought new changes for development in Fairfax County Virginia. 
One of which was mixed-used development and zoning. 

On the left is the Reston Master Plan which lays out the plan for areas of 
different density, called zoning. For example, The town center which is 
purple, has a high density. Other areas mapped out are commercial and 
residential areas, and open or green space. 

The drawing from the Reston story shows mixed used development. On 
the bottom level there are shops and amenities such as an art gallery. 
Above the shops are homes for people to live. They have easy access to 
the amenities of the village center. Instead of a backyard, they have a 
communal plaza. 

One of Reston’s founding principle was housing for all. Lake Anne, 
Reston’s first village center (and featured in the drawing) has 
townhouses, condos, and single family homes. Nearby is a senior living 
facilities and apartments. No matter your family size or economic status, 
everyone has access to the village center and its amenities.  If your 
family grows, or circumstances change, you can move to a different type 
of home and still have access. 

Simon and his team planned the development of Reston so that 70,000 
people could live in Reston by 1980. He really thought ahead! The last 
census was done in 2010 – at that time 58,404 people lived in Reston. 
(factfinder.census.gov)
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2010.fic.56 Photographer unknown Concept drawing from The Reston Story. Artist Unknown

Concept drawing from The Reston Story. Artist 
Unknown

Photo by Arvil Daniels. 2010.fic.35 Photo by Arvil Daniels.

A founding principle of Reston was Reston would be beautiful and nature 
would be fostered. This has been accomplished in a variety of ways. 
Simon encouraged the clustering of housing – meaning houses were 
placed closed together - so that there would be more open communal 
space with fields and trees could serve as large areas of commonly held 
land to improve the quality of the community. 

Two other founding principles include ensuring Restonians could enjoy 
their leisure time and that Reston would have amenities from the outset 
including nature such as lakes and ballfields

Natural streams were dammed to form lakes. Because of Simon and his 
team, Reston has 4 lakes, an abundance of swimming pools, 55 miles of 
trails, a nature center, ballfields, playgrounds, and community gardens. 
The Reston Master Plan emphasized trees instead of lawns. 

Ask students - How have they enjoyed Reston’s nature? Is there nature 
near their home? Their school? 
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Lakeside Pharmacy Storefront. Photo by 
Arvil Daniels.

Fountain by James Rossant. Photo by Alex 
Campbell, 2018 

Untold Stories, By Zachary Oxman. Photo by Alex Campbell, 2018 

Wooden Horse by Gonzalo Fonseca. Unknown 
photographer. 

Ask students - Do any of these images look familiar? Has anyone been to 
any of these places? 

A founding principle of Reston stated: Reston would be beautiful, public 
art is abundant in Reston to accomplish this goal. 

Art is both practical and fun. (Top left image) The Lakeside Pharmacy 
icons had sculptural pieces on the front advertising what was inside. 
What items can you identify? 

Artwork is fun. Many people take selfies with the sculpture of Simon, 
play in the fountain, and a little girl is riding the Wooden Horse. 

Ask students - Are there other places in Reston where you have seen 
public art? What about at the town center? Parks? Underpasses? 
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2018.07.281 Photo by Arvil Daniels.

Carol Lubin. Unknown Photographer 

2010.fic20 Reston Festival 1968

A founding principle of Reston was that Reston would put the 
importance and dignity of each individual as the focal point of planning. 

Simon brought together a team of experts to help him build Reston. 
Architects, artists, developers, planners, community leaders and more to 
make this happen. 

Pictured on this slide is Carol Lubin. Carol Lubin created the "Master 
Plan" for churches, schools, community programs and social amenities in 
Reston before the first people moved in. She is just one of the many 
people Simon worked with to create an amazing community. Ask 
students – what people make up a community? What are different roles 
people take on to ensure the success of a community? Today, Reston is 
home to many different community organizations. 

Reston was an open community. During the 1960s, when Reston was 
founded, Virginia was resisting the desegregation of schools and 
communities Reston was a place anyone could live. The Reston 
community was not segregated by race. 
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Lake Anne 1960s Lake Anne - Today 

Photo by Blue Ridge Aerial Survey, 1965
Google Maps Image 

Reston’s first residents moved in, in 1964 and Reston has been growing 
ever since! 

What is similar about these two images? What is different? Example, 
while there are more buildings and streets, trees are still abundant. 
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Have students divide into small groups. 

On a piece of paper list 5 things you want your community to have and 
five needs of the community. Think about infrastructure such as roads. 
What kind of buildings does your community need? Schools? Homes? 
Businesses? What amenities will your community offer? Parks? Stores? 
Library? 

A founding principle of Reston is financial success. What needs to be in 
place for your community to be successful? How will you attract 
businesses to your community? 

After ten minutes, bring the class together and discuss what each group 
came up with. What are some similarities and differences the groups 
had? 
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Check out our website for more information about Reston’s history: https://www.restonmuseum.org/restonhistory
Feedback? Let us know – info@restonmusuem.org

Now that we’ve discussed the needs and wants of a community lets 
create one! (This can be done in small groups or with the entire class 
using the white board. Students can draw, use building blocks, legos, 
etc.) 

Prompt students to think of what would be most important to include 
first and where they will be located. Should schools be far or close to 
neighborhoods? 

After having time to create their community ask students to share what 
decisions they made. Ask students how their community is similar or 
different to the one they live in.

If in small groups - after 10-15 minutes bring the class together to share 
their communities.   
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Reflect
• What did you learn about Reston that you did not know before? 
• What is one of Reston’s seven founding principles? 
• How did Reston get its name RESton? 
• What does it mean to be a planned community? 
• If you were to create another community what would you do the same? 

Different? 
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